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CUSTODY NOTIFICATIONS SERVICE 
Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [12.15 pm]: Today I rise to inform the house of the progress 
of the custody notifications service. As members will be aware, the establishment of the custody notifications 
service has been a high priority for the McGowan government, and I am proud to see it come to fruition. The 
service is due to commence operation in August, with funding from both state and commonwealth governments, 
and will be operated on contract by the Aboriginal Legal Service of Western Australia. 
The Aboriginal Legal Service of Western Australia has been provided with extensive and valuable pro bono 
support from King and Wood Mallesons in establishing the service. From mid-March, a team of 35 volunteers, 
including partners, senior partners, senior associates, solicitors and human resources staff across all five national 
King and Wood Mallesons centres, have assisted the Aboriginal Legal Service of Western Australia by providing 
advice to the ALSWA about aspects of the grant agreement with the commonwealth government; drafting the custody 
notifications service’s specific employment contracts; drafting relevant policies required under the grant agreement, 
including a conflict of interest policy, remote working policy, fraud control policy and complaints policy; 
providing advice about rostering tools to assist with the mechanism for rostering a 24-hour, seven-day-a-week 
service; drafting more than 40 discrete sections covering relevant areas of law for custody notifications service 
staff, including the different circumstances in which an Aboriginal person may be arrested or apprehended by the 
Western Australia Police Force and held in custody in a police facility; and assisting with training by offering 
volunteers to role-play for mock CNS calls. 

This dedicated King and Wood Mallesons team, led by Dan Creasey, head of pro bono and community impact at the 
Melbourne office, and Stephanie Puris, senior associate at the Perth office, has so far provided well over 500 hours 
of pro bono work, to an estimated value of $219 903. The Aboriginal Legal Service of Western Australia, this 
Parliament and I, as Attorney General of the McGowan Labor government, are extremely grateful for the 
invaluable assistance from King and Wood Mallesons with this project. We believe that its contribution has helped 
to ensure that the Western Australian custody notifications service will be implemented to the highest standard. 
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